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XXXIX
THE TRUE BRAHMAN (Dhammapada, 393-4.)*
Like other social reformers, Gautama set himself to redefine current terms. Very much as S. Paul redefined the term i Jew', he gave to the proud title Brahman a new meaning, and showed that he is the true noble who acts nobly.
NOT matted hair nor heritage of birth
Can prove the Brahman ; nay, but sterling worth
And truthfulness and inward purity.
What boots your sackcloth and your tousled hair ?
On outward things, poor fools, ye lavish care !
Ye who are rotting, rotting, inwardly !
XL
LABELS, FALSE AND TRUE (Vasala Sutta.)
NOT by birth the Outcaste label, Not by birth the Brahman know ! By actions only are we able To judge a man or high or low.
* I have introduced into this anthology very little from the Dhammapada, because I have already published a translation of it under the title The Buddha's Way of Virtue in the c Wisdom of the East' Series.
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